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August 12, 1947
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

TO:  CURATOR, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, MISKATONIC 

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY.

FROM:Dr. Henry Jones, Jr.,PhD. AND Dr. John 

Armitage,PhD.


DEPARTMENT OF ANTIQUITIES, MISKATONIC 

UNIVERSITY

RE:  THE “SB” CIPHER MANUSCRIPT

1. This memorandum is written regarding a text discovered by Professor Jones in Nevada in July of 1947.  The text itself is simply titled De Aequilibritatis Mundi meaning “of the balance of the world or universe”.  The text is richly illuminated and consists mainly of numerous iterations of various scripts.  In my opinion, the text could serve as a Rosetta Stone, as some of the languages found therein, both known and unknown, appear on the same pages.  (On several pages Egyptian Meriotic script appears side by side with script which resembles that of the Qumran scrolls which were recently discovered near the Dead Sea.)  In my opinion, the “SB” cipher manuscript, as it has come to be known, is most likely an early alchemical tome in the same vein as the works of Olaus Wormius and John Dee and deserves further study.  However, it would be only fair to note that other such cipher manuscripts (such as the Voynich manuscript currently on loan to the Bodelian Library) have thus far eluded translation.

2. Dr. Jones believes that although the text is roughly 42 pages long, it contains a voluminous amount of data.  In his own words, “efficiency working on multiple levels and in multiple dimensions.”  These, and other such statements, have convinced me that my colleague knows more about this text than he is letting on.  A fact which Dr. Jones strongly denies, but which my recent misadventures in Egypt tend to confirm.  In addition, Dr. Jones urges that this text be kept under lock and key.  He adds the bizarre stipulation that only scholars already indoctrinated to other tomes of secret knowledge be allowed to peruse its pages.  He emphasized that under no circumstances was one to gaze on the entire document at once, to which effect I fear he may have withheld several parts of the original document from my view.

3. Although it is my personal wish for the “SB” manuscript to undergo further examination, I am forced, based on the unimpeachable reputation of my esteemed colleague, to concur with his decision that the “SB” manuscript be included in the Miskatonic University Library as an addendum to the Special Collections.  I believe it will feel quite at home alongside the Book of Eibon, Unaussprechlichen Kulten, Cultes Des Goules, and the book of the Arab.

4. Attached you will find an electrostatic photograph facsimile of the original manuscript pages.  I regret to inform you that the original pages are not in our possession as several Army Intelligence gentlemen expressed great interest in them the moment Dr. Jones mentioned their discovery.  I fear that if rumor of their existence were to get out, the school would suffer dire consequences.  Once again, I urge you to comply with our wishes.

Sincerely,           [image: image1.png]



John Armitage, Professor

Department of Antiquities and

Medieval Metaphysics

Miskatonic University

Attch:

Copy of “SB” Manuscript
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